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Freddie Beyah is Making Music
and Joy — A New Beginning

By Qur’an Shakir

ATLANTA, Ga. - “Now
that music is full of love and
real compassion,” my friend
Michael Id-Deen said, as he
walked into my classroom
where the tunes of Freddie
Beyah were played for a
British Literature class. Stu-
dents who were tapping their
feet, rocking and moving
gently back and forth looked
up and continued to write in
their journals.

Id-Deen moved to the CD
player, saying, “The beat is
highly energized, yet sooth-
ing. Who is the artist?” The
artist, Freddie Beyah
(www.freddiebeyah.com), is a
regular musician and per-
former of Atlanta. His popu-
larity at the Atlanta Masjid
has resurged and has specifi-

cally gained popularity at -

the Mohammed Schools.

His latest CD - “A New
Beginning,” is an album of
melodic, yet high-strung
pieces that often has listen-
ers tapping feet, jumping to
the floor to dance a time or
two, and then just sitting
back to hear the rapture of
instruments.

“I like the music, because
it is upbeat and does not
interfere with my thoughts
while I am writing,” one stu-
dent proclaimed.

Just three decades ago,
Beyah and his band were
capturing audiences, as he
was on tour with the leg-
endary Al Green and William
Bell. A performer inspired by
his father and brother, Willie
Hill, Beyah formed his first
band, “Sounds of Soul,” while
in junior high school.

Later, the Velvetone Band
of Albany State recruited
him, and his music kept
evolving through the 1970s
and 1980s. He also has per-
formed on stage alongside
artists such as Wilson Pick-
ett, Jackie Wilson, Benny
Lattimore, the S.0.S. Band,
R.B. Hudmond, Millie Jack-
son, and Johnny Taylor.

And now, citizens of
Atlanta are enjoying the
sounds of the solo guitarists
at some of the city’s best-
known blues and jazz venues
and in “gigs with the leg-
endary Tams of Atlanta.”

His company, Alternative
Produections, in producing a
hit CD is committed to offer-
~ ing something different, “the

- fund-raisers.

Musician Freddie Beyah dazzles Atlanta audiences at
blues and jazz venues and at fund-raisers for
Mohammed Schools of Atlanta.

ultimate in soul-stirring,
infectious entertainment,” he
explained. Something about
Beyah’s music radiates
through the CD and infuse
the listener with joy, calm-
ness and excitement — all at
the same time.

“He is the kind of musician
whose music makes you
want to laugh, sing and
rejoice,” said Maryam
Shakir, who has attended
several of his concerts at the
Mohammed Schools’ Shareef
Abdur-Rahim Gymnasium.
“He brings a high spirit with
his music,” she added.

Believing his musical abili-
ties is a gift from Allah, the
Most Gracious, Beyah does
not limit his talent to simply
performing to hype a audi-
ence or to make money. The
band leader and musician
generates spirit and energy
and even offers lessons and
classes for young artists, as
well as offers his talents free
to the Atlanta’s Mohammed
Schools’ community.

Beyah has become a regu-
lar performer and entertain-
er for School events and
Giving munifi-
cently of his talents, every
now and then, you may see
teachers, parents, staff,
alumni, friends and support-
ers of the Mohammed
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Schools of Atlanta dancing
joyously and bobbing their
heads to the sounds and
entertaining resonance of
Freddie Beyah at a Freddie
Beyah Concert.

The kindness and generosi-
ty of this Georgia native
through the concerts raises
much-needed funds for one of
our Nation’s top Muslim ele-
mentary and high schools.
Last year, one concert raised

. in excess of $2,500.
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